BUYER'S GUIDE - OVER 500 GUNS! Ail Models - Prices - Specs
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF B

_ _ First Look
COMPACT .40 4 R f’ R
RUGER P345 £V 4" £ > V" Single-Action

A5ACP

MARK Il .221R
Ultimate Rimfire

BERETTA
M21A BOBCAT

Best-Ever .25ACP! ' 2 __

\\

AR 2
FAVORITE MINI-.380s I 5 NEW BREEI] 45ﬂ[:Ps

Backup Or Concealed Carry Boasting Innovations Galore

HluFIFHS ﬂll THMER EI'HHI' I‘RES‘EHTS 18

i
ERETTA W21A BOBCAT 250CP - HK USP CONPACT .40/.357 - RUGER P345.450CP | \h " ' ]
RUGER MARK Ill 22LR ~ CZ 87.45ACP ~ SPRINGFIELD ARMORY T60-I .45ACP \
PARA-ORDNANCE CCW .45ACP -~ WILSON KZ-45 .ASACP - TAURUS PT99 Sy BLER koo

DD:.ILI |.\\|?@LH,




Para-Ordnance

A pretty face with a dead-on aim!
By D.K. Pridgen

uriosity is quite a motivator. Though I've never previously handled a

Para-Ordnance pistol, | had watched as LDA-equipped Paras came

and went at the local shootery, and showed up for our monthly

IDPA matches, and that started me wondering how they shot. At
the Las Vegas 2004 SHOT Show, | stopped by Para-Ordnance's booth. | have
a predilection for single-stack carry 1911s with Commander length slides
and Officer length frames, which drew my eyes toward Para's front row display
and the CCW. | had to pick it up. It felt good in the hand, and with the first
press of the trigger | was very interested!

Gun Details

Finally, the CCW arrived. After triple checking the pistol | asked my wife to
try the LDA trigger pull. She complied, and turned with a quizzical look.

“That really seems light, doesn't it?" she asked, summing up the LDA's
attraction. In fact, most who handle a LDA for the first time
prabably wonder “How do they do that?" followed by “Yeah, but
will it pop a primer every tima?”

As a scientist of over 30 years | can answer the first, Ted
Szabo's engineering magic! As for the second question, my
shooter’s side answers, yep!

| even had my younger son, Brian, try the LDA. His response was
that the weight of the trigger seemed about the same as a custom
1911 we had just finished shooting. My “Okay. But it's a double-
action trigger,” brought a look of understanding. The baby’s butt
slick 5-pound trigger pull became even more impressive.

As impressive as it is, LDAs are no longer new kids on the block.
Para-Ordnance has offered it since 1999. However, the CCW does
carry several of the newest improvements from Para.

Running across the front strap are Para's new treatment, nine
horizontal Griptor grasping grooves. These are just the ticket for
those wanting enhanced control with none of the potential down-
sides of checkering—too abrasive on clothing, or equally abrasive
on hands. In the latter group, friend Jerry Land could not say
enough good things about the Griptor grooves.

With a good bit of shooting out of the way, | can say the tighter

one holds the pistol, the deeper the fingers are driven in the
Griptor grooves, providing very impressive retention and control, Griptor grooves can
be added easily during manufacturing, where other less-abrasive treatments, such as
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With slim grips and abbreviated
grip safety the LDA's pivoting
trigger on the single stack

CCW was easily reached.

A Griptor grasping
grooves are highly
affective, without
any potential
harshness of
checkering.

The CCW's bobbed
hammer is nearly
at full rearward
movemant.
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The author found the |

Para-Ordnance CCW one |

of the finest concealed |
carry/defensive pistols
he had handied,

T b

& When the LDA trigger system
is not sef, the hammer rides
flush with the slide.

P Cycling the slide sets the LDA
trigger system for firing and raises
the hammer slightly out from the slide.
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Para-Ordnance CCW .45ACP.
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stippling, are much more time-consuming
and thus more expensive.

The second new feature of the CCW is
the spring-operated Power Extractor
(PXT). Considering a number of pistols,
such as the Browning High-Power, already
utilize a spring-loaded extractor what, you
might ask, is the big deal? To clarify, Para's
innovation is not an external extractor, as
with so many others. Rather, it is a spring-
operated internal extractor!

With the extractor inside, it's better
protected from dit and debris, if one
drops the pistol or finds themselves in the mos
dirt. Because the extractor is spring- W A full-length guide rod rides beneath
loaded it is not prone to damage from the CCW's solid barrel bushing.
dropping the first round into the chamber .
and letting the slide slam home. This ill-
mannered action can eventually lead to
the breakage of traditional extractors.
Even without such abuse, traditional
extractors frequently require tuning with
use, Not so the PXT. In addition to the
benefits of the PXT's spring feature, the
design also provides a more massive
claw (50% bigger) to grasp
case rims. All of these are
good things!

The PXT and Griptor
grasping grooves are part of
Para’s renovation of their
entire line. And impressive
innovations they are! How-
ever, there's lots more to the
CCW. In keeping with its 2
name, the CCW has been all -
designed with virtually all -
the amenities one could
want in a concealable pistol
that can deliver the goods
on the firing line.

Start with a stainless steel frame and slide. The former
bobbed down to accept Officer-size magazines with the

Beveling in the magazine well aides reloads.

Ewven during the slide's cycling, the
CCW's hammer shows no potential
for biting the hand that feeds it!

A ramped
barrel Is
standard

on the CCW

e

:igi?::v:::bm, praviously mentioned Griptor grooves and black, double-

contrasting well diamond polymer grips held in place by stainless steel hex

with the slide, and  Screws. The bead-blasted frame also has a trim, single-

had white dots. side thumb safety, slightly extended magazine release, 1o provide “drop safety”
Both were mounted  and beveled magazine well. The black, checkered main- protection the CCW utilizes
in dovetails.

spring housing is the same polymer used on the grips.

a firing pin safety system.

WY The rear sight
was rounded for

prrditipisiiod Performance
resistance and Para-Ordnance CCW .45ACP
featured horizontal
serrations to
reduce any glars, Load Velocity ES sD Accuracy
CorBon 165 Pow'R Ball +P 1130 35 13.1 1.46
Hornady 200 +P XTPHP G4 17 83 1.16
CCl-Speer 200 GDHP +P 1047 24 10,0 1.3
Remington 230 GSHP 843 17 17.3 1.09
Federal 230 HSHP B56 8 8.6 1.33
Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity, ES (Extreme Spread) and SD (Standard Deviation) in
feet per second (fps) by PACT Chrono, accuracy in inches for five 5-shot groups from 15 yands,
Temperalure: 7D degrees.
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A When applied the thumb safety locks

the slide and disengages the trigger.

An effective
dehorning
job and a
lowered
and flared
efection
port are
Just two of
the niceties
one finds
on the
Para CCW.
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Breaking with today's trend, the
beavertail grip safety is reduced in size.
It can afford to be because the ham-
mer on the CCW is sheared off flush
withthe slide. And of course there is
the LDA system with its wide, smooth,
pivoting trigger.

The slide houses a ramped 4.25-inch
barrel with solid bushing and full-length
recoil spring guide rod. Flats are highly
polished with other areas bead-blasted.
Speaking of the flats, the rear-only cock-
ing serrations are shaped like the Griptor
grooves on the front strap. The ejection
port is lowered and flared nicely. Black,
snag-free sights utilize the three white dot
system, and contrast nicely with the stain-
less slide into which they are dovetailed.
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(Optional tritium inserts are available from
Para's Pro Shop.) Heorizontal serrations
cut the glare on the rear sight. All the
black parts contrast with the stainless
slide and frame to make the CCW a visu-
ally impressive pistol.

A nice de-horming job makes the
CCW a pleasure to carry. In addition to
the thumb safety (which disconnects the
trigger) and grip safety, the slide and
frame incorporate a firing pin safety sys-
tem. Mot enough safeties? Factor in the
long trigger stroke of the LDA and any-
one should be satisfied.

Range Time

PXT, LDA, Griptor, and all the other
niceties on the CCW add up to a lot
of potential. Until the CCW proved its
stuff at the range, though, it was just a
pretty face!

Fear not. The CCW has plenty of depth
to go with that pretty face. Its first stint on
the firing line showed what this Para could
do, and what it could do was shoot!

A few favorite loads zipped out of the
CCW and poked very impressive groups
of holes in a target 15 yards from the
muzzie. The average for all five loads

CZ-USA, hunting & sporting firean

With over 85 years of experience in the

of small arms CZ-USA is bringing you complete line of handguns

made in the Czech Republic.

New CZ 2075 RAMI

* Hammer forged barrel
= Ergonomic grips and controls

* Unparallel accuracy
* Slide-in-frame design for better recoll controf

* Smooth double action and crisp single action

CZ-USA, P.O.Box 1771073, Hansas Cily, KS BEMT-0073, Tol fras

design and manufacture

LALS

1-B00- 965448868, Fax: S13-331-2251, E-muml: invfodhce-usa. oo
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Couple the CCW with the IWB
Pro or Heinie's DOJ, Streamlight's §
NF-2, and a Spyderco for an
effective de

Specification
Para-Ordnance CCW

Caliber: 45ACF

Barrak: 4.25 inches

DA Length: 7.7 inches

Height: 5 inches

Weight: 34 ounces

Grips: Double diamond, slim, polymer with
stainless steal hex sorews

Sights: Dovetail mounted, kow profile, black
with 3 dots, optional tritium inserts

Action: LDA

Features: Griptor grasping grooves on front
strap and slide, Power Extractor, abbreviated
hammer and beavertail grip safety
Construction: Stainless stesl (slide and frame)
Safelies: Thumb, grip, firing pin block
Capacity: 7+1

A Para's CCW certainly
leaves nothing to

be desired In the
accuracy area.
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Field stripping the CCW is done
the same as any other 1911.

W Heinie' Ladies DOJ includes
two spacers to adjust the
holster's fit to the female form.

was just a bit over 1.25 inches, with bath the Hornady 200-
grain XTP +P and Remington GSHP poking holes that clus-
tered in the 1-inch neighborhood. | utilized six- and seven-
round magazines from a number of makers, all functioning

perfectly with the CCW.

Gotta tell you, the Para CCW not only shot well but
handled well. It did not take long for an old 1911 shooter like
me to become comfortable with the CCW and its LDA trig-

Jerry Land put the Para
PXT through its paces
and was duly impressed.
Note case in air and

sights back on target.

ger system. Doesn't hurt, of
course, that | started off with a
revolver and can be found
shooting them and DAD pistols
accasionally!

At the range my wife got an
opportunity to work with Heinie's
703 Ladies DOJ Holster. A nice-
ly concealable belt holster, it's
fast, thanks to the low-cut front,
and can be adjusted to fit a
woman's curve, thanks to spac-
ers that come with it.

The CCW rode well for
me in one of Dillon Precision’s
new IWEB Pro holsters. With a
single, wide belt loop at the
rear, the IWB Pro's thin profile
makes it concealable and
comfortable. Comfort and con-
cealment do not negate speed,
though. The combination of
pistol and holster was as fast
as | have found. | eventually
began toting the Para CCW in
the IWB Pro.
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| said “eventually” in the preceding
paragraph intentionally. After about 200
rounds of range testing | disassembled
the CCW to examine the LDA trigger sys-
tem to find one leg of the ejector sheared
from the frame. And yet it had functioned
perfectly, without even the erratic ejec-
tion pattern one associates with this kind
of damage. Off the pistol went to the
Para Customer Service Center, popping
back intc my hands in less than a week
with a new ejector in place. (I'm told
faulty heat-treating was the perpetrator.)
Several hundred rounds later, the CCW is
still running strong.

Final Notes

I'd be lying if | said | was not
impressed by my first experience with a
Para LDA. This is quite a trigger system!
And the CCW is quite a pistol. Perfectly
sized, to me, for concealed carry, yet
able to deliver the goods in the accuracy
and reliability department.

Because of its potential | used the CCW
in a local IDPA match, with no qualms
about its compact dimensions. Of course,
in competition | always shoot what | carry,
and | only carry what | have confidence in.
Guess that says it for the CCW!

For more information contact

Para-Ordnance Mfg
880 Tapscott Rd, Dept. CH
Toronto, ON
Canada M1X1C3
416-297-7855
www,paracrd.com

Dillon Precision
8009 E Didlon's Way, Dept. CH
Scottsdale, AZ 85260
800-762-3845
www.dillonpracision.com

PACT
PO Box 535025, Dapt. CH
Grand Prairia, TX 75053
800-722-8462
www.pact.com

Spyderco, Inc.

820 Spyderco Way, Daept. CH
Golden, CO 80403
BOO-525-T770
www.sSpyderco.com

Streamlight, Inc.

30 Eagleville Rd, Dept. CH
Eagleville, PA 19403
B00-523-T488
www.streamiight.com

Heinie Speciality Products
301 Oak St, Dapt. CH
Quincy, IL 62301
87 7-744-4781
www.heinie.com

| Feel the Difference

Pachmayr Slip-On Grips

% Widest Selection,
Best Fitting
Slip-On pistol grips
available today

unique Pachmayr
ergonomic design

you a sure fit

R

4 Soft rubber feel with

# Five sizes guarantee

See our new Model 5 for
Glock 26, 27, 33 and
Beretta Mini-Cougar.

For Catalog or Information
Call 1-800-423-9704

5459 Second 5t. Dept. 591, Irwindale, C.ﬂ.t 91706
1-626-960-2622=FAX 1-626-960-5532
Visit our Website at www.pachmayr.com

New!
Model 5 for
Glocks and
Mini-
Cougars.

Introducing Wolff Magazines for
Colt 1911 & Commander .45 ACP

This magazine is made of stainless steel and uses
cur Wolff 11 pound extra power Colt magazine
spring and a traditional stepped flat-type follower.
Designed for the serious shooter, we believe this
7 round magazine for use in 1911 and Commander
series pistols, offers maximum reliability and
performance. Mot only the best choice for hardball
loads, this magazine assures proper feeding with
heavier recoil springs required for hot or heavy
loads. The Wolff logo is on the side so you know
that you have a genuine Wolff magazine and
genuine Wolff performance.
without a bumper pad.

Stock No. 32390 with bumper pad.......... $23.99
Stock No. 32391 without bumper pad.....$ 22.99

Shipping& handiing nol included.

“WOlff ...

GCUNSPRINGCMAKERS
P.O.Box 458, Dept. 383, Newtown Square, PA 19073
US & Canada foll-free: 800-545-0077 Others: §10-358-8600
| Order from our Web site @ www.gunsprings.com

o

Available with or

| Our complote catalog is
| available on-lina, Write |
1 or call for a copy of our
{latest printed calalog
| ol precEon gunsprings
| for hundreds of pistols,
[rilles and sholguns.
| Printed calalog 32 re-
| fundable with first order,
Visa, MasterCard &
Discover accepled

o
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